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Enormous Ocean Dump Poses Clean
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by Justin BertonSan Francisco Chronicleeprinted from th&eattle Postntelligencer October 30, 2007

The secalled Great Pacific Garbage Patch, a stewy body of plastic and marine debris that floats about 1,000 miles west
California, is a shapshifting mass far too large, delicate and remote to ever be cleaned up, according to a researcher w

recently returned from the area.

But that might not stop the federal government from trying.
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Charles Moore, the marine researcher at the Algalita Marina Research Foundation in
Long Beach, CA, who has been studying and publicizing the patch for the past 10 years,
said the debris- which he estimates weighs 3 million tons and covers an area twice the

%i9e%F Texas- & hab& up Mostly of fine plastic chips and is impossible to skim out of

the ocean.

"Any attempt to remove that much plastic from the oceaiitsboggles the mind,"

Moore said from Hawaii, where his
crew is docked. "There's just too
much, and the ocean is just too big."
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the other debris in the Garbage Patch. While the bottle floats along, instead of
gadigg, it will "photodegrade,” Moore saidthe sun's UV rays will turn the
brittle, much as they would crack the vinyl on a car roof. They will break down
the bottle into small pieces and, in some cases, into particles as fine as dust.

A 2-liter plastic

The Garbage Patch is interspersed with large pieces of junk such as derelict fishing
nets and waterlogged tires"an alphabet soup,” he called it. Also, it's undetectable by
overhead satellite photos because it's 80 percent plastic and therefore translucent, Moor
added. The plastic moves just beneath the surface, from 1 inch to depths of 300 feet,
according to samples he collected on the most recent trip, he said.

Continued on page 2.




