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A BIG THANK YOU TO:  
 

Our Supporters... 

 
ƷAlachua County CAPP 

ƷAlachua County Environmental 

      Protection Department 

ƷColumbia County 

ƷGainesville Clean Water      

       Partnership 

ƷProgress Energy 
 

 

Our Business Sponsorsé 
 

ƷAdventure Outpost 

ƷAttorneys Fine, Farkash &  

     Parlapiano 

ƷBronson Hardware 

ƷCoin & Jewelry Gallery  

ƷKarst Environmental 

ƷKarst Productions 

ƷSanta Fe Canoe Outpost 

    Charles Moore, the marine researcher at the Algalita Marina Research Foundation in 

Long Beach, CA, who has been studying and publicizing the patch for the past 10 years, 

said the debris -- which he estimates weighs 3 million tons and covers an area twice the 

size of Texas -- is made up mostly of fine plastic chips and is impossible to skim out of 

the ocean. 
 

     "Any attempt to remove that much plastic from the oceans -- it boggles the mind," 

Moore said from Hawaii, where his 

crew is docked. "There's just too 

much, and the ocean is just too big."   
  
     The trash collects in one area, known as 

the North Pacific Gyre,   because of a 

clockwise trade wind that circulates along 

the Pacific Rim. It accumulates the same 

way   bubbles gather at the center of a hot 

tub, Moore said.   
 

     A 2-liter plastic bottle that begins its 

voyage from a storm drain in San 

Francisco will get pulled into the gyre 

and take weeks to reach its place among 

the other debris in the Garbage Patch.  While the bottle floats along, instead of          

biodegrading, it will "photodegrade," Moore said -- the sun's UV rays will turn the   

bottle  brittle, much as they would crack the vinyl on a car roof. They will break down 

the bottle into small pieces and, in some cases, into particles as fine as dust. 
 

     The Garbage Patch is interspersed with large pieces of junk such as derelict fishing 

nets and waterlogged tires -- "an alphabet soup," he called it. Also, it's undetectable by 

overhead satellite photos because it's 80 percent plastic and therefore translucent, Moore 

added. The plastic moves just beneath the surface, from 1 inch to depths of 300 feet, 

according to samples he collected on the most recent trip, he said. 

Enormous Ocean Dump Poses Clean -up Challenge  

by Justin Berton, San Francisco Chronicle, reprinted from the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, October 30, 2007 

   The so-called Great Pacific Garbage Patch, a stewy body of plastic and marine debris that floats about 1,000 miles west of 

California, is a shape-shifting mass far too large, delicate and remote to ever be cleaned up, according to a researcher who  

recently returned from the area. 
 

     But that might not stop the federal government from trying. 

Continued on page 2. 

Bottle caps and other plastics are visible inside the 

decomposed carcass of an albatross on Kure Atoll.  


